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Calendar 
For a listing of industry events and dates for the coming year, please visit:  

http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/commission/calendar 

 

Growing Avocados on Different Spacing 
February 4, 5, 6 

February 4 

Time: 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Location:  Cooperative Extension Office/Auditorium, 2156 Sierra Way, San Luis Obispo, CA 

 

February 5 

Time: 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

Location:  Cooperative Extension County Office/Conference Room, 669 County Square Drive, Ventura, CA 

 

February 6 

Time: 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Location:  Fallbrook Public Utility District Board Room, 990 East Mission Road, Fallbrook, CA 
 

Growing Avocados in Israel: What Can We Learn from the Israeli Experience? 
February 4 

Time: 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

Location:  Huntington Library and Gardens, Ahmanson Classroom, 1151 Oxford Road, San Marino, CA 91108 

 

World Ag Expo 
February 11-13 

Time: Feb. 11th-12th:  9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.; Feb. 13th:  9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Location:  International Agri-Center, 4500 South Laspina St., Tulare, California, 93274 

 

Remembering Ernest Robert Righetti 

Agricultural pioneer Ernest “Ernie” Righetti passed away on January 26, 2014 at the age of 97. Ernie, a life-long resident of Edna Valley, 

joined his father in the dairy and cattle ranching business upon graduating from Cal Poly. By the 1960s, Ernie had built the largest 

privately owned reservoir in San Luis Obispo (SLO) county and had begun to transform his family’s ranching business into one of 

California’s largest avocado groves. During his ground-breaking career, Ernie served on the boards of the Farm Supply Company, SLO 

http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/commission/calendar
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County Farm Bureau, SLO County Range Improvement Association, SLO County Cattleman’s Association and the California Avocado 

Commission. 

Ernie will be remembered for his talents as a rancher, farmer, carpenter and welder, for his life-long support of the community, and for 

his grace, intellect and friendship. 

In remembrance Tom Bellamore noted, “All of us at CAC are deeply saddened by Ernie's passing. He touched our lives individually and 

collectively in a way that few growers have, and will be remembered as a gracious and generous man with a genuine concern for 

others. We take comfort in knowing he lived his life to the fullest, and that his family will carry on in his footsteps.” 

Ernie’s life will be celebrated at a luncheon at the Alex Madonna Exposition Center, 100 Madonna Road, in San Luis Obispo at 11 a.m. 

on Saturday February 15, 2014. All are welcome. Donations, in lieu of flowers, may be made in support of the Cal Poly official weather 

station at www.itrc.org/Righetti/. Ernie’s complete obituary is available online. 

Governor Brown Declares Drought Emergency 

On January 17 Governor Jerry Brown officially declared that the state of California is in a drought emergency due to the lowest levels 

of rainfall in the past 153 years. Reservoirs are noted to be at very low levels, farmers and ranchers are struggling, and firefighters are 

on high alert as a result of the drought. 

The most recent weekly update from the U.S. Drought Monitor noted that 63 percent of California’s land is in “extreme drought” — a 

27 percent increase from the prior week. The National Weather Service predicts below-normal rainfall at least through April. And the 

statewide snowpack water content is about 20 percent below the average for this time of year. 

Governor Brown has asked California residents and businesses to reduce their water consumption by 20 percent. The declaration is 

intended to provide state water officials with greater flexibility in managing the state’s water supply. As part of his declaration, the 

Governor has also:  

 Required the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection to hire additional firefighters. 

 Directed state officials to assist famers and communities economically impacted by the drought. 

 Required state officials to speed approval for voluntary water sales and transfers between districts. 

 Ordered the Department of Water Resources to accelerate spending on water supply and conservation projects. 

During the next few months agriculture within the Metropolitan Water District (MWD) may not be forced to cut back immediately due 

to MWD’s storage capacity.  In the long term, though, if the state’s water situation doesn’t improve considerably, a reduction in 

agricultural water supplies across the entire state will be likely.  

Read the full text of the emergency declaration here. 

California Water Action Plan Released 

California Water Action Plan has been released. The plan, released by the California Natural Resources Agency, the California 

Environmental Protection Agency, and the California Department of Food and Agriculture was created to address the current drought 

situation and prepare for future water availability issues. 

According to a press release, key actions noted in the Plan include: 

 Make conservation a California way of life. 

 Increase regional self-reliance and integrated water management across all levels of government. 

 Achieve the co-equal goals for the Delta. 

https://www.google.com/maps/preview/place/100+Madonna+Rd,+San+Luis+Obispo,+CA+93405/@35.2673615,-120.6746501,17z/data=%213m1%214b1%214m2%213m1%211s0x80ecf0e65ff95d4f:0x99f996673b9d0bfa
http://www.itrc.org/Righetti/
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/sanluisobispo/obituary.aspx?n=ernest-robert-righetti&pid=169417209&
http://gov.ca.gov/home.php
http://www.mercurynews.com/science/ci_24933924/california-drought-emergency-declared-by-gov-jerry-brown
http://www.mercurynews.com/science/ci_24933924/california-drought-emergency-declared-by-gov-jerry-brown
http://gov.ca.gov/home.php
http://resources.ca.gov/california_water_action_plan/docs/Final_California_Water_Action_Plan.pdf
http://resources.ca.gov/docs/Final_Water_Action_Plan_Press_Release_1-27-14.pdf
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 Protect and restore important ecosystems. 

 Manage and prepare for dry periods. 

 Expand water storage capacity and improve groundwater management. 

 Provide safe water for all communities. 

 Increase flood protection. 

 Increase operational and regulatory efficiency. 

 Identify sustainable and integrated financing opportunities. 

In addition, Governor Brown’s proposed 2014-15 budget provides several funding recommendations intended to improve water use 

efficiency, water supply reliability, ecosystem restoration, and the resiliency of California’s water supply infrastructure. In the budget 

proposal, Brown recommends allotting $618.7 million for water efficiency projects, groundwater programs, flood control, wetland and 

watershed restoration, conservation, and integrated water management. The proposed budget also recommends $472.5 million for 

integrated regional water management via Proposition 84 funds to the Department of Water Resources. 

The entire California Water Action Plan is available online.  

More Than 100 Attend Field Day at Demonstration Grove 

On January 23, more than 100 growers and stakeholders attended the Commission’s inaugural field day at the Pine Tree 

Demonstration Grove. The on-site learning and demonstration session started with welcome addresses from CAC President Tom 

Bellamore and Cal Poly Pomona Professor and Chair of Plant Sciences Valerie Mellano. 

Two researchers from the University of California, Riverside  — Dr. Carol Lovatt, Professor of Plant Physiology and Dr. Akif Eskalen, 

Assistant Plant Pathologist — gave presentations to the attendees. Copies of their presentation materials are available on the 

California avocado grower website. Below are highlights from each presentation. 

Dr. Lovatt’s presentation highlights:       

 Fertilization practices need to take into account three crops: the crop currently on the tree, the flowers that are developing 

on the tree and will produce next year’s crop, and the following crop that will be influenced by this year’s summer flush. 

 Fertilizer should be applied to meet tree demand; leaf tissue analyses should not be used to document the effectiveness of 

what you did since leaf analyses are not predictive and are taken too late in the season to make corrections for the current 

crop. 

 Fertilizer applications should not be equal throughout the year since tree demand is not the same all year long; peak periods 

of demand are late summer (August-September) and spring/early summer (May, June, July), so fertilizer applications should 

meet this demand. 

Dr. Eskalen’s presentation highlights: 

 Avoid pruning following wet periods (rain, fog, heavy dew) as this is when fungal pathogen spores are released and they can 

easily infect fresh pruning wounds. 

 Sanitize pruning tools after pruning each tree and especially when moving between groves; tools can be effectively sanitized 

using a 70% ethanol solution, a 25% Clorox solution or Lysol spray disinfectant.   

 Make sure pruning tools are sharp to make clean, smooth cuts that will heal quickly. 

http://resources.ca.gov/california_water_action_plan/docs/Final_California_Water_Action_Plan.pdf
http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/event/pine-tree-ranch-demonstration-grove-inaugural-field-day
http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/sites/default/files/documents/Carol%20Lovatt%20Pine%20Tree%20Ranch%20Field%20Day%20Presentation.pdf
http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/sites/default/files/documents/Akif%20Eskalen%20Pine%20Tree%20Ranch%20Field%20Day%20Presentation.pdf
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Following the presentations, attendees took a tour of the new demonstration grove and participated in in-field pruning 

demonstrations led by CAC Research Program Manager Tim Spann and Commissioners Bradley Miles and Doug O’Hara. Attendees also 

received the latest information concerning recent research indicating that winter pruning may be an effective means of minimizing 

branch cankers and stem-end rot by removing inoculum from the canopy. Download the article here. 

On a final note, a zip-up hooded sweatshirt was found on the grounds of the demonstration grove. To claim the garment, please 

contact April Aymami at (949) 341-1955 ext. 118 or aaymami@avocado.org. 

The overwhelming turnout for the inaugural field day at the demonstration grove indicates the California avocado industry’s 

enthusiasm for hands-on cultural management educational sessions. The Commission will continue to provide similar opportunities for 

growers and stakeholders and post the events to the GreenSheet and the avocado growers’ website. 

World Ag Expo Seminars of Interest to Avocado Growers 

The 47
th

 Annual World Ag Expo takes place February 11 – 13 at the International Agri-Center in Tulare, California. A number of World 

Ag Expo seminars may be of interest to California avocado growers, including:  The Food Safety Modernization Act: What Does This 

Mean to Farmers, Growers, Packers?; Good Irrigation Efficiency by Increasing Distribution Uniformity; Obamacare: Where Do Ag 

Employers Go from Here?; The New Global Consumer; and more….  Click here for a list of more seminars and information. 

CAC’s Website Keeps Consumers Engaged with New Recipes 

The number one reason consumers visit CAC’s website is to find avocado 

recipes. In fact, CaliforniaAvocado.com netted nearly 300,000 page views in 

the recipes section of the website in 2013 alone. These users spend an 

average of more than two minutes on CAC’s consumer website browsing 

recipes. 

To keep them engaged and interested in coming back for more usage ideas, 

the Commission regularly updates the website with new recipes. These 

recipes come from a variety of resources including professional recipe 

developers, dietitians, bloggers, partner organizations, CAC staff and 

consumer submissions. 

Currently, CAC is promoting several recipes developed by dietitians to fulfill the needs of consumers intent on starting the new year by 

losing weight and adopting a healthier diet. One delicious new choice is Avocado Panzanella Salad. 

Two of the newest recipes added to CaliforniaAvocado.com, Bacon, Avocado and Tomato Pasta Salad with Avocado Ranch 

Dressing and California Avocado and Chorizo Stuffed Party Rolls are also being promoted on CAC’s social media channels as Big Game 

party ideas. 

To expand usage of avocados, CAC is encouraging consumers to create beverages featuring avocados with this new recipe for Kicked-

Up California Avocado Margaritas, created by Dara Michalski, one of CAC’s blogger partners. 

California Avocado Commission Receives PRism Award for Blogger Efforts 

 The Public Relations Society of America (PRSA) Los Angeles Chapter presented the PRism Award for Digital Public Relations Tactics to 

the California Avocado Commission’s communications team for its “All Avocados are Not Created Equal” blogger campaign. Each year, 

the PRSA recognizes outstanding programs and materials created by public relations professionals at its annual PRism Awards dinner. 

CAC received the award in recognition of its extensive work partnering with bloggers to promote the premium quality, versatility and 

nutritional benefits of California avocados. 

Throughout the season, the team implemented various activities with key bloggers, including its comprehensive Blogger Ambassador 

program. Through this program six bloggers, including A Southern Fairytale and I Wash You Dry, partnered with CAC to create monthly 

recipe posts on their well-read blogs and inspire their readers to incorporate California avocados into their own meals. Each of the 

http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/sites/default/files/documents/Pruning%20Practices%20to%20Help%20Control%20Branch%20Canker%20and%20Stem%20End%20Rot.pdf
mailto:aaymami@avocado.org
http://www.worldagexpo.com/
http://www.internationalagricenter.com/
http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/event/world-ag-expo-seminars-interest-avocado-growers
http://www.californiaavocado.com/
http://www.californiaavocado.com/recipes/
http://www.californiaavocado.com/recipe-details/view/31816/avocado-panzanella-salad
http://www.californiaavocado.com/recipe-details/view/31819/bacon-avocado-tomato-pasta-salad-with-avocado-ranch-dressing
http://www.californiaavocado.com/recipe-details/view/31819/bacon-avocado-tomato-pasta-salad-with-avocado-ranch-dressing
http://www.californiaavocado.com/recipe-details/view/31818/california-avocado-and-chorizo-stuffed-party-rolls-with-creamy-avocado-cilantro-ranch-dip
http://www.californiaavocado.com/recipe-details/view/31820/kicked-up-california-avocado-margarita
http://www.californiaavocado.com/recipe-details/view/31820/kicked-up-california-avocado-margarita
http://www.cookincanuck.com/
http://asouthernfairytale.com/2013/07/18/creamy-avocado-sorbet-with-candied-pistachio-brittle/
http://www.iwashyoudry.com/2013/07/24/frozen-mango-lassi-with-sweetened-california-avocados/
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bloggers are highly influential and showcased the versatility of California avocados in their monthly posts. Through their posts, their 

readers were inspired to purchase and enjoy the California-grown fruit in their own cooking adventures. 

 
A Southern Fairytale Blog Post  

California Market Trends 

To view all market trend graphs, including “Weekly Volume Summary,” “Weekly Avocado Prices” and “U.S. Avocado Supply,” please 

visit: http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/selling-avocados. 

 

http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/selling-avocados
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Weather: 30-Day Outlook For California’s Coastal & Valley Areas 

Synopsis... We have had some unusually warm weather this past week. The northern California coast even had a Santa Ana-type wind 

event. The Fox Weather near-term forecast continues to show support for troughing along the west coast during the first half of 

February. There is even some support for a trough with low pressure centered at the southern coast of Oregon. Despite the upcoming 

series of rains primarily in central and northern California, the active belt of westerlies (northern branch) continues to be weaker and 

north of its usual position. We do show some additional support for troughing in Oregon and off of northern California. A subtropical 

rain event is indicated for January 30 in northwestern California and along the Sierras. 

During the first half of February, we note that there is still plenty of variability in this current pattern. Look for showery cold rain and 

snow events mixed into a predominantly dry and cold pattern. The bottom line is that even though the contributing factors still are out 

of phase -- even at this late date in the season -- we can discern that there is certainly a lot of variability in this unusually dry pattern. 

In the Near-Term - Southern California Avocado Region – January 29 to February 11… It will be much drier than normal. We will enter 

a cold period from February 1 to 9, with freezes, as arctic air comes south from northwestern Canada. There will be clouds to mitigate 

the freezes somewhat. Cold and showery conditions, with low snow levels, will occur from the 7th to the 9th. There is still a chance for 

some Santa Ana wind events alternating with freezes from the 1st to 11th. 

...Feb 12-28... The current pattern of sea surface temperature anomalies in the east and central N Pacific does not support a return to 

above normal rainfall, but some showery frontal passages instead. For an estimate of timing of rain events, the period from the 14th to 

25th would most likely be dry and warm again, per an inactive phase of the MJO cycle. During the 26th to 28th, we should return to 

showery or rainy conditions. Although El Nino influence is expected to slowly increase to the south of Baja, the current overall pattern 

still makes it difficult to realize a return to normal rainfall until very late in the normal wet season in late Feb or early March. As El Nino 

forcing increases slowly during this period, it would be more reasonable to expect above normal rainfall to redevelop into Sonora and 

Sinaloa (and Baja California), Mexico during the 3rd to the 9th, and possibly again from about the 27th and 28th. 

February 12 to 28 – Southern California Avocado Region… On the whole, rainfall will continue to be below normal, but there could be 

some good showery events to increase the surface moisture slightly. February 8 to 15 has historically been an active time for rain in 

southern California. However, at this time, we would expect the period from February 25 to 28 to be the most likely time for showers. 

Seasonal Outlook/El Niño Update – March 1 to June 1… The El Niño shows minimal inclination to increase from March until April. 

Unfortunately, the SSTA forecasts for the early spring period are showing continued support for a storm track that is either weak or 



Page 7 of 7 

further north than normal. There is support for cutoff lows to form off Baja and southern California bringing erratic rain patterns for all 

of California. 

Southern California Avocado Region - March 1 to June 1… Cutoff lows will be the dominant systems that will produce rain this spring. 

Rainfall is expected to continue to be below normal, although some good rains from upper lows can occur in March and April. The 

fronts that do come through, beginning in early April, will tend to be dry or have sparse rainfall. They will be followed or accompanied 

by gusty winds in the mountains and deserts and breezy, dry conditions, with higher than normal ETO, in the avocado regions. 

...Alan Fox, Fox Weather LLC... 


