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IN THIS ISSUE, YOU’LL FIND: 

Winter 2014 From the Grove Available Online 

Pollination Improvement and Botryosphaeria Cankers Seminars to be Held in Early February 

One Alternate Handler Seat Available on CAC Board 

Post-Freeze Avocado Grove Management 

Understanding the Shopping Habits of the Nation’s Largest Cohort — Millennials 

New 2014 Email Format Drives More Traffic to Website 

Market Trends 

Weather Outlook 

Calendar 
For a listing of industry events and dates for the coming year, please visit:  

http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/commission/calendar 

 

Marketing Advisory Committee Meeting 
January 22 

Time: 12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

Location:  CAC Office, 12 Mauchly, Suite L, Irvine, CA  92618 

 

Pollination Improvement and Botryosphaeria Cankers Seminar 

See article below for more information 
February 10-12 

February 10 

Time: 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Location:  UC Cooperative Extension Office Auditorium, 2156 Sierra Way, San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 

 

February 11 

Time: 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 

Location:  Hansen Agricultural Research and Extension Center, 14292 W. Telegraph Road, Santa Paula, CA 93060 

 

February 12 

Time: 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Location:  Fallbrook Public Library, 124 S. Mission Road, Fallbrook, CA 92028 

 

Strategic Planning Meeting 
February 18 

Time: TBD 

Location:  Museum of Ventura County, 100 E. Main Street, Ventura, CA 93001 

 

CAC Board Meeting 
February 19 

Time: TBD 

Location:  Museum of Ventura County, 100 E. Main Street, Ventura, CA 93001 

 

http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/commission/calendar
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Winter 2014 From the Grove Available Online 

The latest issue of From the Grove is now available online. Contents of the Winter 
2014 issue include: 

 An update concerning the distribution of the polyphagous shot hole borer 
(PSHB) and the latest research concerning the PSHB/fusarium dieback pest 
complex. 

 A summary of the Board-approved 2014-15 fiscal year business plan and 
assessment rate, and the results of the 2014 CAC general election. 

 A look at the California Avocado Commission’s (CAC) participation in the 
eat brighter!™ campaign and its role in encouraging young children to 
consume more fresh fruits and vegetables. 

 An interview with Sonia Rios, the newly appointed UCCE Subtropical 
Horticulture farm advisor for Riverside and San Diego counties. 

 Insights from avocado handlers concerning the 2015 marketing window for California avocados, and a recap of the 
2015 global avocado crop production forecast. 

 A first-hand account of small grove productivity from California avocado grower Don Thompson. 

 Dr. Ben Faber’s collection of avocado grove irrigation management best practices during a drought. 

 A wrap up of CAC’s 2014 foodservice chain promotions and a preview of avocado-centric menu items to be 
featured on menus in 2015. 

 An overview of the California Avocado Consumer Tracking Study. 

 A year-end summary of the Commission’s nutrition-focused communication efforts. 

 A review of recent updates to the California avocado grower website. 

 The latest information concerning the SoCal Ag Water Team’s discussions with the Metropolitan Water District. 

 A brief summary of CAC’s GAP-plan revisions. 

The entire issue of the Winter 2014 From the Grove can be found here. 

Pollination Improvement and Botryosphaeria Cankers Seminars to be Held in Early February 

The California Avocado Society (CAS) is offering a series of dual-topic seminars in early February concerning two topics 

important to California avocado growers — pollination and Botryosphaeria Cankers. 

The first speaker will be Elina Nino, Bee Specialist at UC Davis Entomology, who specializes in bee health, sociology and 

biology. During the seminar, she will present information concerning basic bee biology, pollination behavior and how to 

manage bees to improve pollination in California avocado groves. 

During the second half of the seminar, Akif Eskalen, Plant Pathology Specialist at UC Riverside, will discuss the various 

Botryosphaeria Cankers in avocado, the causes and their management. At the San Luis Obispo seminar he will also provide 

a polyphagous shot hole borer update with particular focus on the San Diego avocado orchards.  

 

http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/publications/from-the-grove


Page 3 of 7 

The seminars will be held as follows. 

 Tuesday, February 10, 2015, 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m., UC Cooperative Extension Office Auditorium, 2156 Sierra Way, 

San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 

 Wednesday, February 11, 2015, 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., Hansen Agricultural Research and Extension Center, 

14292 W. Telegraph Road, Santa Paula, CA 93060 

 Thursday, February 12, 2015, 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m., Fallbrook Public Library, 124 S. Mission Road, Fallbrook, CA 

92028 

One Alternate Handler Seat Available on CAC Board 

The California Avocado Commission’s Board of Directors has one Alternate Handler Member seat available. The person 

elected to fill this seat will serve for the unexpired portion of the term through October 31, 2015. The vacancy is scheduled 

to be filled by a majority vote of the Board at a Commission meeting scheduled for Thursday, February 19, 2015. 

The deadline for nomination submissions is January 31, 2015. Submission may be submitted via mail at 12 Mauchly, Suite 

L, Irvine, CA, 92618-6305, via fax at 949.341.1970, or via email to aaymami@avocado.org. 

General requirements for nomination and election: 

 Candidates must certify they have a financial interest in handling California avocados for market either through 

ownership, employment or membership in a legal entity that is actively and directly engaged in handling California 

avocados. Candidates must be directly involved in the handling of avocados (not through an agent) 

 Candidates must meet the qualifications for nomination and submit the following:  

o Qualification form 

o Disclosure statement 

o Other forms/documents as required by the Commission 

Interested handlers can download the forms here:  http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/articles/one-alternate-

handler-seat-available-cac-board. 

For more information, contact April Aaymami at 949.341.1955 ext. 118 or aaymami@avocado.org. 

Post-Freeze Avocado Grove Management 

Recent freezing temperatures likely caused fruit loss and even 

tree damage in many parts of California’s avocado growing 

regions. As you assess the damage in your grove here are 

some key points to remember. 

After a freeze, California avocado growers should look for the 

following indicators of freeze damage: 

 Firm, brittle, curled leaves 

 Water‐soaked or discolored wood or twigs 

mailto:aaymami@avocado.org
http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/articles/one-alternate-handler-seat-available-cac-board
http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/articles/one-alternate-handler-seat-available-cac-board
mailto:aaymami@avocado.org
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 Older branches and trunks splitting and losing bark 

 Discolored avocados, with hues ranging from barely visible bronze to black 

Post freeze avocado tree care: 

 Soon after frozen leaves fall, whitewash defoliated trees with white-latex or lime-based paint to protect damaged 

wood from sunburn, which can cause further damage. 

 Do not apply dressings — or additional paint‐on sealants — to cracked bark, as it might strengthen bacterial or 

fungal infections. 

 Broken limbs or other physical damage from snow and ice should be pruned as soon as possible to prevent further 

damage and promote healing. 

 Pruning of frozen branches can be postponed until spring or summer, when new growth develops and the full 

extent of damage can be determined. 

 Because freeze-damaged trees require less water, irrigation should be done judiciously and reduced in proportion 

to lost canopy, according to their evapotranspiration requirements (be cautious at this stage, as waterlogged root 

zones can further stress trees). 

 Survey damaged trees before applying fertilizer, to identify what minerals are lacking, as nitrogen applications are 

likely to trend downward. It is suggested that avocado growers withhold nitrogen fertilization until midsummer (or 

longer). However, zinc sprays often are applied to expanding young foliage. 

Post freeze avocado harvest 

 Because stem-damaged fruit will drop within seven to ten days of a freeze, it should be picked first, assuming it is 

mature and not otherwise harmed by the cold (please visit 

http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/industry/maturity-release-dates for information regarding maturity 

release dates). 

 While stem damage may be apparent, fruit might be unscathed.  When stems are completely girdled by a brown 

band, fruit will drop. Drops typically occur within seven to 10 days following a freeze. 

 Do not pick any discolored avocados (barely visible bronze to black). 

Additional information on the effects of freezes on avocados and post-freeze management can be found at 

http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/cultural-management-library/effects-freezes-avocado-trees. For specific 

recommendations about managing freeze damage, growers should contact their University of California Cooperative 

Extension Farm Advisor or handler representative.  

Understanding the Shopping Habits of the Nation’s Largest Cohort — Millennials 

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, there are more than 80 million Millennials (people born between 1980 through 

about 1999) in the United States — making them the largest age cohort in American history. Baby Boomers have been a 

key target for marketers in recent years based on their purchasing power, however, marketers are closely monitoring 

Millennials’ consumption behaviors and purchase potential. 

A study completed by the Food Marketing Institute indicates that Millennials’ shopping and food consumption habits 

differ from other generations. Millennials: 

http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/industry/maturity-release-dates
http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/cultural-management-library/effects-freezes-avocado-trees
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 Tend to have a “last-minute” approach to shopping with 37 percent making a shopping list right before going into 

the store 

 Use what they buy more quickly: (25 percent of the  meals they consume contain items purchased the same day 

 Place less emphasis on special discounts when planning their menus 

 Are more likely to build shopping trips around a certain recipe, rather than restocking staple food items 

The California Avocado Commission utilizes behavioral data such as this to help build marketing action plans. For example, 

the Commission is expanding its presence in social and digital marketing because Millennials tend to be last-minute 

shoppers. These platforms are readily available on Smartphones and tablets, making it easier for the Commission to reach 

Millennial consumers interested in browsing recipes just before they purchase their groceries. The Commission will 

continue to monitor this cohort’s purchasing behaviors to support relevant and effective marketing programs. 

 New 2014 Email Format Drives More Traffic to Website 

In response to consumers’ demand for more California avocado recipe-

related content, the California Avocado Commission (CAC) launched a new 

email format in fiscal year 2014 to supplement the existent email 

newsletters. In comparison to CAC’s email newsletters — which include 

several recipes and content around one specific theme — the newly 

launched featured-content emails provide a narrower focus: one main story 

or recipe with secondary links to related recipes. 

Performance tracking data indicates that the featured content emails have 

been successful at driving readers to the California avocado website. On 

average, those who read the featured content emails were more likely to 

view the recipe section of the website and visited 21 percent more recipe 

pages per visit. 

In fiscal year 2013, CAC sent 17 newsletter emails to subscribers. To keep 

California avocados top of mind and to emphasize the seasonality of the 

fruit, in fiscal year 2014 CAC ramped up distribution to 26 total emails (12 

featured content, 14 newsletters). Year-to-year data illustrates the success 

of the new email campaigns — fiscal year 2014 emails increased total 

website page views by 35 percent and increased total sessions by 63 

percent. 

This year, The California Avocado All-American Recipe Contest was popular 

with email recipients — The California Avocado All-American Recipe Contest 

Winner webpage and blog post were the most viewed. The Pickling-

Preserving Avocados blog post was also a favorite. The top three viewed recipes were Seven Layer Avocado Salad Jar, 

California Summer Avocado Pie, and Lucky Irish Twice Baked Potatoes. 
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California Market Trends 

To view all market trend graphs, including “Weekly Volume Summary,” “Weekly Avocado Prices” and “U.S. Avocado Supply,” please 

visit: http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/industry/market-statistics.   

 
 

 

 

Weather: 30-Day Outlook For California’s Coastal & Valley Areas 

Synopsis… The sea surface temperature anomaly pattern supports troughing out at 140-145W to the west of central and northern 

California. We see a weak southern branch of the westerlies forced by warm equatorial sea surface anomaly (El Niño). 

http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/industry/market-statistics
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Current guidance from the NOAA/CPC/Climate Forecast System (CFS2) shows above normal rainfall for February and March. For the 

most part, mild conditions are expected due to the warm sea surface temperature anomaly along and within 700 miles west of the 

coastline. Above normal snow levels are expected in the mountains during the wet periods. 

Given the current timing of the MJO cycle and medium range guidance, we expect the next wet period to occur on about January 17 to 

21. This will be followed by dry offshore flow from the 22nd to 25th in central and northern California as a cutoff low lingers over 

northern Baja and Sonora, Mexico. 

In the Near-Term - Southern California Avocado Area – January 14 to 31… Southern California is subject to cutoff lows. The next rain 

is expected on the 17th or 18th followed by possibly another on the 21st or 22nd. More showers and low snow levels may be on the 

23rd or 24th. Watch for Santa Ana’s from the 26th to the 31st. During the calm periods between rains, we will return to the risk of 

hard freezes in the valleys and wetbulb freezes in the not-so-cold areas. This is due to a very dry airmass. 

Summary – February 1 to 15… Warmer than normal sea surface temperatures near the coast of California and out to the west about 

600 miles will continue to keep northern California drier than normal during the first part of February. Cutoff lows will continue to 

produce occasional periods of showers in southern California which should result in near normal rainfall. However, from February 15 

to 28, there is a better chance for El Niño to exert a stronger influence. This may energize more active upper lows to develop with 

convective precipitation similar to the southern California rains of January 10 and 11. 

In the avocado growing areas the current pattern may not support above normal rainfall. There is a higher chance for upper lows to 

develop from the 10th to the 15th. Depending on available moisture, these could produce either a few showers or heavy showers. If 

sea surface temperatures remain well above normal, as is expected, and which occurred in mid-January, then the potential for heavy 

showers is higher. In any case, be prepared for frosts to occur between rain events. If the airmasses are dry, there could be hard 

freezes. 

Seasonal Outlook/El Niño Update – February 15 to April 30… CFS2 is calling for above normal rainfall in late February and March. This 

is consistent with the midlatitude sea surface temperature anomaly pattern combined with the usual seasonal trend for the southern 

part of the westerlies. 

We also see above normal rainfall in March for most of California as high pressure breaks down and the westerlies become well 

established, following the trends we expect for late Feb. 

In the avocado growing areas the CFS2 guidance suggests wetter than normal condition in March and April. For the most part, mild 

conditions should occur with below normal occurrences of frost and freeze. 

...Alan Fox, Fox Weather LLC... 


